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Translator’s Introduction

By the grace of Allah(swt), this book was introduced 
to us by Hujjatul Islam Sayyid Gowhar Ali Razawi of Qom, 
when he was visiting England.

We found it to be a concise yet comprehensive overview 
of the subject of Aqaid (belief system) – very suitable for 
equipping children and youth with a good foundation in 
Aqaid, while giving them a positive and loving attitude 
towards Allah(swt) and the Ahlul Bayt(as).

Moreover, the author, Hujjatul Islam Sayyid Riyadh al-
Hakim (grandson of Ayatullah Mohsin al-Hakim(ra)), is a 
man of great learning who wrote the book while in the prison 
of Saddam.

We feel that it is important for our children and madressa 
students to be exposed to the writings of scholars of such 
learning. There is also a similar book on fiqh written by the 
same author which we hope to translate soon.

We hope that the madressas in the English speaking 
countries will include this as a valuable part of their syllabus.

Finally, we dedicate this translation to Imam Al-Asr(atf) 
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and ask Allah(swt) to forgive us any mistakes we have made 
in the translation. May Allah(swt) and the Ahlul Bayt(as) 
accept from us this small work and give us the grace to do 
much more in the future.

Bilqis & Zahir Davdani,

Holy city of Qom,

September 2005.



ISLAMIC BELIEF SYSTEM IN 10 LESSONS

In the Name of Allah the Beneficent the Merciful

Praise be to Allah the Lord of the worlds and His 
blessings and peace be upon Muhammad and his pure 
progeny.

“Surely the religion with Allah is Islam.” (3:19)

The religion of Islam includes a group of principles, rules 
and various teachings, in the fields of belief, jurisprudence 
and instruction, specifically connected to the Ahlul Bayt(as) 
– who exemplify the original path of Islam in view of their 
being equal to the Quran, as confirmed to us by the hadith of 
Thaqalayn and that of Safinat-u-Najaat.

However, the policy of the tyrannical rulers, who 
afflicted the Muslim Ummah, intensified in fighting the 
Ahlul Bayt(as), uprooting their culture and oppressing their 
followers throughout the ages.

The outstanding personification of this in our times 
was Saddam Al-Tikriti whose brutal and savage atrocities 
against humanity were uncovered with the finding of mass 
graves in central and southern Iraq. Among the prime 
policies of this barbaric sectarian system was the disruption 
of the original Islamic principles and confronting the 
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culture of the Ahlul Bayt(as) by absolutely prohibiting Shia 
Islamic books in order to deprive the society, especially 
the youths and teenagers, from having access to the 
views and teachings of the household of the Rasul(saw).

After the fall of this tyrannical government, their came 
the idea of publishing a series on Islamic culture made easy, 
to serve the youth. The first is this simplified and shortened 
book on Islamic Beliefs. I wrote it while in prison under 
difficult circumstances, which I was in form 5/9/83 – 7/6/91. 
The second book of the series on ambiguous issues, about 
the rulings specific for the Abu Ghuraib prison which is 
35 km north of Baghdad, was in response to the need of 
the believing youth amongst the prisoners. I made extra 
copies of it and sent it to their rooms, and taught it to them. 
However, a copy of that book was destroyed under force 
due to one of the raids, which occurred regularly, in which 
the guards of the regime would enter suddenly and search 
for any trace of cultural/educational material, even as much 
as a small paper with information on it – let alone a book 
on beliefs by a member of the Hakim family! These raids 
were carried out to expose any conspiracies by religiously 
minded people, and as a result of which tens of youth were 
executed in compliance with a forgone decree: that whoever 
participated in cultural activities in the prisons and detention 
camps would be sentenced to execution – the exemplary 
recompense of all those who did not like the system. 

In any case, after the passing of the long dark night of 
Saddam’s rule, it became imperative to seize the opportunity 
and introduce to the new generation the principles of their faith 
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in a simplified style, as a preliminary step toward habituating 
the Muslim society once again to the Islamic culture, with the 
permission of Allah the Most High - asking Him to make this 
work sincerely for His sake and beneficial to our dear youths.

And Allah, glory be to Him, is the one who guides to 
the correct path.

Riyadh Al-Hakim.
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RESEARCH CENTRE OF

IMAM-E-HASAN ASKARI (A.S)

(R.C.I.H.A)

R.C.I.H.A is innograted by the hands of Ayatullah Riyazul 
Hakeem, on the date of 16th jamade-us-sani 1425 H.Many 
books have published by this centre for the needs of people 
in the Language of English and Urdu.

This Al-Aquida book of Ayatullah Riyazul Hakeem is 
translated in English Language and Published by the Research 
Centre of Imam-e-Hasan Askari (A.S). And its Ready for the 
best Readers of this books.

 This R.C.I.H.A Centre is heartly Thankful to Maulana Sayed 
Gouhar Ali Rizvi because he gives a very big hand for the 
help of the Publishing of this book and this Centre also very 
thankful for all the people who gives a ful support for the 
publishing of this book.

Note:- Anybody wants to publish any book for the conveying 
rewards of virtuous dead Please contact this Centre.(Research 
Centre Of Imam-e-Hasan Askari) (R.C.I.H.A).

 Thanking You
NASEEM RAZA.
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 ROOTS OF RELIGION ARE FIVE

1. TAWHID (Oneness of God)

2.  JUSTICE (Al-ADL)

3.  PROPHETHOOD (Al-NUBUWWA) 

4.  LEADERSHIP (IMAMATE)

5.  RESURRECTION
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Roots of Religion
Lesson 1

First Root
Tawhid

By this is meant establishing the existence of Allah, the 
creator of this universe, and that he is one with out a partner. 
We will discuss two points in this regard.

The first point: Confirming God, the Creator of the 
universe, and that the universe did not come about by chance. 
To establish this reality there are a number of arguments 
some of which we will indicate to.

The first of argument: 

Everything existing in this universe is subject to 
cessation and annihilation, as we can evidently observe 
around us. This shows that their existence is borrowed from 
something other than them and is not inherent in their own 
essence. If existence was inherent in their own essence then 
it would be impossible for them to cease to exist. Hence they 
must receive existence from someone, who is Allah the Most 
High, whose annihilation is impossible.
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Let us give an example to make this idea clear: Consider 
a series of mirrors each reflecting the initially received light 
on to the next one until it reaches the last one. One can readily 
observe that each of these mirrors is not a source of light, as 
it is not a light-giving entity in essence. Rather each mirror 
is a medium for reflecting light. Therefore one doesn’t look 
for the source of light within the mirrors, but looks for an 
external source such as the sun or a lamp or fire. Then just as 
the light must go back to its source, which is its origin, and 
not to any other borrowed source of light, so the source of 
existence must be found in that which cannot be separated 
from existence or annihilated, and that is Allah.

The second argument (The Design Argument):

In short, this universe is organized in a very accurate 
manner, with harmony between all its parts. Thanks to 
scientific developments, new features reflecting the precision 
of its design and its wonders are being revealed everyday. 
Hence its creator must be a wise and knowledgeable God. And 
it is not reasonable to say that the source of all this is chance; 
our intellects refuse to attribute even simple happenings and 
phenomena to chance. Would an intelligent person, upon 
witnessing the furniture in his house rearranged, declare that 
it had happened by chance? If the intellect cannot accept this, 
then how can it be assumed that the amazing and complex 
system of creation came in to existence by chance, without a 
wise and omniscient creator? Allah(swt) says in the Quran:
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“We will soon show them Our signs in the Universe 
and in their own souls, until it will become quite clear to 
them that it is the truth. Is it not sufficient as regards your 
Lord that He is a witness over all things?” (41:53)
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Lesson 2

The second point
The Creator of the universe is one God with no partner

The proof for this: If there were several gods and they 
were independent of one another, their intentions would have 
clashed. Then the system of creation would have collapsed, 
and heaven and earth would have become corrupted. As 
Allah the Most High has said:

“If there had been in them any gods except Allah they 
would both have certainly been in a state of disorder…”

Another proof of the oneness of God is that we have 
not found a Prophet sent by other than Allah.

Second Root
Justice (al-Adl)

This means that Allah the Most High is just and that it 
is impossible that He would do injustice to anybody, because 
justice is a good quality and injustice is a bad quality. And 
only the wicked or weak, who is unable to achieve his goal 
with justice, will achieve his goal with injustice. But God is 
the source of all good and giver of existence to creation, and 
he is independent of it – thus He does not need to be unjust. 
As Allah says in the Quran:

“O men! You are they who stand in need of Allah, and 
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Allah is He who is the Self-sufficient and Praised One.” 
(35:15)

“Surely Allah does not do injustice to the weight of an 
atom, and if it is a good deed He multiplies it and gives from 
Himself a great reward.” (4:40)

In addition to being just, Allah the Most High is 
distinguished by the fact that He is absolutely perfect, Living, 
Self-subsisting, Powerful over all things, Knowledgeable, 
Wise, the Creator of the creation, the Provider of sustenance, 
Compassionate, Merciful, and that he has other qualities of 
perfection too. He is free of any defect, shortcoming or weakness.

Third Root
Prophethood (al-Nubuwwa)

Allah the Most High did not create man and universe in 
vain. The glorious Quran affirms that when it says: 

“And We did not create the heavens and the earth and 
what is between them in sport. We did not create them both 
but with truth, but most of them do not know.” (44:38-39)

The life of this world has been made a bridge for man 
to reach the hereafter. How he behaves in this world and 
what stand he takes determines his reward and status in the 
life hereafter. Therefore Allah(swt) has guided man to the 
straight path and directed him towards good, through a group 
of righteous people capable of bearing the responsibility and 
the divine message for the nations. This group of people are 
the prophets.
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The prophet is the one who carries the teachings and 
the message to the people. Allah has sent many prophets in 
the ages gone by, the most prominent of whom are Nuh(as), 
Ibrahim(as), Musa bin Imran(as) who brought Judaism and 
had the Torah revealed to him, Isa(as) bin Maryam who 
brought Christianity and had the Injeel revealed to him, 
and the final prophet was our prophet Muhammad(saw) bin 
Abdullah bin Abdul Mutalib who brought Islam and had 
the Glorious Quran revealed to him. There was no prophet 
after Muhammad(saw) as he is the seal of the prophets and 
messengers and anyone who claims prophethood after him 
is a liar.

“Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but 
he is the Apostle of Allah and the Last of the prophets…” 
(33:40)
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Lesson 3

The Characteristics of a Prophet

Since the prophet carries the message of Allah the Most 
High, he must be capable of bearing this heavy responsibility 
and the following characteristics must be gathered in him:

1 – Bravery: He does not fear nor is he cowardly in 
front of oppressors, and he does not breakdown in the face 
of afflictions and challenges.

2 – Truthfulness: Because he carries the message of 
Allah(swt) he must be truthful as the liar is not worthy of 
carrying the message and people would not believe him.

3 – Trustworthiness: Since he conveys the message of 
Allah(swt) in its entirety with out tampering with it, and he 
does not deceive his Lord.

4 – Integrity: In their behavior and obedience to 
Allah(swt): such that people are guided by him and obey 
his orders and advice. For if the prophet disobeyed Allah the 
Most High this would encourage the people to do the same.

Therefore it is said that the prophet must be infallible, 
and infallibility is a faculty and gift through which a person 
guards his integrity and avoids disobedience of Allah(swt).
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Miracles

Since the Prophets convey the teachings of Allah and 
His message, their claim to prophethood must be associated 
with something that establishes their truth and their link to 
Allah the Most High. This agency is that of miracles. 

Miracle: is something or a happening which confirms 
the prophethood of a prophet and which is beyond the 
capacity of an ordinary person.

If the claim of the prophet to prophethood was not 
connected to miracles then it would not be easy to distinguish 
the prophets of Allah the Most High from magicians and the 
liars who falsely claim prophethood, like Musilama the liar, 
Aswas al-Ansi and others. 

Samples of Prophetic Miracles

1 – In the time of Prophet Ibrahim(as) there was a  
disbelieving tyrant by the name of Namrood. When he heard 
about Prophet Ibrahim’s call to worship Allah the Most 
High, he summoned him and argued with him asking him 
to explain about the power of Allah. Ibrahim(as) said to him 
that Allah(swt) gives life and causes to die. So Namrood 
retorted that he gives life and causes to die – such as the 
one whom he sentences to death and then forgives him, thus 
giving him life through this forgiveness. And the living one 
whom he orders to be killed, thus taking away his life. So 
Ibrahim(as) said to him:
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“…So surely Allah causes the sun to rise from the east, 
then make it rise from the west; thus he who disbelieved was 
confounded;…” (2:258)

When Namrood found himself unable to argue with 
Ibrahim(as), he decided to take revenge from him and kill 
him, as is the way of all the tyrants who are incapable of 
dealing with logical argument. So he decided to burn him in 
fire in order to destroy him and to scare people from believing 
in Allah. Thus he collected a huge quantity of wood and 
ignited it with fire, and Ibrahim(as) was thrown in the middle 
of he fire. However Allah(swt) rescued Ibrahim(as) from the 
fire of Namrood and made it cool and safe for him, as it is 
mentioned in the Glorious Quran:

“We said: O fire! be a comfort and safety for Ibrahim.” 
(21:69)

This salvation of Ibrahim(as) from this huge fire was a 
miracle of his and a proof of his prophethood.

2 – When Allah sent His prophet Musa the son of 
Imran with His message to Firown and his people, in order 
to invite them to worship Allah the Most High and to believe 
in His message, He co joined with him several miracles, the 
most important of which was the staff of Musa(as). When 
he through this staff on the ground it would change in to 
a snake and scare the onlookers. Firown declared that this 
was the magic of Musa and not a miracle from the Lord 
of the worlds. So he gathered the magicians of Egypt and 
ordered them to show their magic. So they threw their ropes 
and sticks and bewitched the eyes of the people, causing the 
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ropes and sticks to appear like snakes. Then Musa(as) threw 
his staff and it changed in to a great snake which devoured the 
ropes and sticks. When the magicians saw that they realized 
that what Musa(as) had done was not magic. Indeed it was 
a miracle from Allah the Most High. So they all believed in 
Allah the Most High. The Glorious Quran has narrated that:

“And when the magicians came, they said to 
Firown: Shall we get a reward if we are the vanquishers?
He said:

  Yes, and surely you will then  be of those who are made 
near. Musa said to them: Cast what you are going to cast.
So they cast down their cords and their rods and said: 
By Firown’s power, we shall most surely be victorious.
Then Musa cast down his staff and lo! it swallowed up the 
lies they told.

And the magicians were thrown down prostrate;

They said: We believe in the Lord of the worlds:” 
(26:41-47)

So the staff of Musa(as) was the most prominent miracle 
which confirmed his prophethood.

3 – When Allah(swt) sent Isa the son of Marium as a 
prophet  and revealed to him the Injeel, he cured people with 
difficult diseases of an incurable nature such as blindness, 
dumbness, leprosy (a skin disease in which the skin goes 
white). He also brought the dead to life, was able to blow life 
in to a clay animal, and was able to inform people of what they 
were doing in their homes. All this he did with the permission 
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of Allah the Most High. The Glorious Quran mentions this:

 “And (He made him) an apostle to the children of Israel: 
That I have come to you with a sign from your Lord, that I 
determine for you out of dust like the form of a bird, then I 
breathe into it and it becomes a bird with Allah’s permission 
and I heal the blind and the leprous, and bring the dead to life 
with Allah’s permission and I inform you of what you should 
eat and what you should store in your houses; most surely 
there is a sign in this for you, if you are believers.” (3:49)
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Lesson 4

The Miracle of Prophet Muhammad (saw)

The Prophet’s calling of people to Islam is connected 
to a number of miracles, some of which we will mention 
below:

1- After the Prophet embarked upon inviting people to 
the message of Islam, and the polytheists saw his persistence 
and that of his companions in the face of difficulties and 
challenges for the sake of spreading Islam and inviting to 
the belief in God’s unity and eliminating polytheism and the 
worship of idols, they became aware of their failure to stem it 
despite the tyrannical ways, violence and torture which they 
used against the Prophet and his companions. They decided 
to impose an economic and social boycott on the Prophet, his 
companions, his uncle Abu Talib, Banu Hashim, and Banu 
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Abu Talib. And they laid siege on them in the valley known 
as the valley of Bani Hashim, six years after the start of the 
Prophet’s mission. The Qurayshi’s had made a covenant 
amongst themselves to this effect. They wrote this unjust 
covenant on a paper which said that they will not trade with 
Bani Hashim, nor marry them, until they surrendered up 
Muhammad to be killed. They put eight signatures on the 
paper, which was written by Mansoor bin Akramah whose 
hand as a result became crippled.1 

They hung it inside the Kaaba in the sacred month 
of Muharram, seven years after the start of the Prophet’s 
mission. The siege continued for three years during which 
the Prophet(saw), Banu Hashim and the rest of the besieged 
suffered severely. The Prophet(saw), Abu Talib and Khadija 
bint Khuwailid spent their wealth because they used to buy 
foodstuffs secretly at high prices until the difficulty and 
torment of the besieged became unbearable. 

At this time Gibrail came down to the Prophet 
Muhammad(saw) and informed him that Allah the Most 
High sent a termite which ate the paper of the covenant 
except the places in which there was the name of Allah, so 
the Prophet(saw) informed his Uncle Abu Talib about it.

So Abu Talib came out, gathered the Quraysh and 
challenged them saying: O People! Bring your paper and 
we may perhaps find a release from suffering and a reason 
to reunite blood relatives and to abandon the boycott. They 
brought it, and it had their signatures. He said: Is this your 
paper of covenant which you do not deny? They said: Yes. 
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He said: Have you done anything to it? They said: O God 
No!

He said: Indeed Muhammad has informed me from his 
Lord that He sent a termite  which ate everything on it except 
the mention of Allah. What do you say, if he is truthful what 
will you do? They said: We would abandon (the boycott). 
He said: If he is lying then I will give him to you to kill him. 
They said: You have suggested justly and decently.

The seals were broken off and they saw that the termite 
had indeed eaten it all except: “In the Name of God the 
Mighty, the Exalted.” Then they said: This is nothing but 
magic! However on this day a lot of the people submitted 
(to God), and Banu Hashim and Banu Abdal Muttalib came 
out of the valley2. So this miracle was the cause of these 
people’s acceptance of Islam.

2 - When the Prophet (saw) migrated, accompanied by 
Abu Bakr, secretly from Mecca to

Yathrib – Al Madinah Al Munawwara – Quraysh sent 
a number of horsemen to catch up with him, seize him 
and bring him back to Mecca in order to hold him there. 
(Meanwhile Imam Ali(as) bravely and selflessly slept in the 
Prophet’s(saw) bed in Mecca to save the Prophet’s(saw) life 
from the assassins who had planned to murder him in his 
bed. And the Prophet(saw) was able to walk right passed the 
assassins surrounding his house without them seeing him 
because he recited this ayat which was revealed to him: “And 
we have put a barrier before them and a barrier behind them, 
then We have blind-folded them, so they do not see.” (36:9)). 
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So the Prophet(s) and Abu Bakr took refuge in a cave of Mt. 
Thawr near Mecca, and those horsemen ascended to the cave 
searching for him(saw). So Allah sent a bird which built a 
nest just outside the entrance of the cave and sat in it, and 
He also inspired a spider to make a web on the entrance of 
the cave.

When they saw the bird and the spider web they 
imagined the cave to be empty, as it is not usual for a bird 
to build its nest and a spider its web in a cave in which a 
person is present. Thus the horsemen returned hopeless and 
disappointed.

But another reckless person, Suraaqa bin Jushum, 
came out of Mecca to join the search for the Messenger 
of Allah out of greed for the tempting bounty which was 
offered by the Quraysh – 100 camels – to whomever caught 
the Prophet(saw), despite the distance between Mecca and 
Medina being so long (470 km).

After the Prophet(saw), accompanied by Abu Bakr, 
came out of the cave and continued on his way to al-Madina, 
Suraaqa caught up with them while heavily armed. So the 
Messenger of Allah (saw) said: O Allah! Protect me from the 
evil of Suraaqa however you like. Then the legs of Suraqa’s 
horse gave in and became weak. So he said: O Muhammad! 
Indeed I know that what has afflicted the legs of my horse has 
come from you, so pray to Allah to release it. Then, by my life 
(it is good to explain that this was a type of oath), if I don’t aid 
you [at least] I won’t harm you. So the Messenger of Allah 
(saw) prayed and Allah the Mighty, the Sublime released his 
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horse, and he once again tried to get the Messenger of Allah 
(saw). This incident was then repeated three times and each 
time the Messenger of Allah(saw) prayed, then the earth 
seized the feet of his horse. When he returned to Mecca he 
informed them of what happened but they belied him – Abu 
Jahl was especially staunch in this. 

So Suraaqa said: O Aba Hakam! By Allah, if you had 
witnessed what happened to my horse when its feet gave in you 
would have known and you wouldn’t doubt that Muhammad

is a Messenger and a proof. So who can hide him?

So these two events which took place during the migration 
of the Prophet(saw) from Mecca to al-Madina al-Munawwara 
are evidences for his prophethood. The Prophet(saw) had 
an eternal miracle more important than any of his other 
miracles, and that is the miracle of the glorious Quran. 
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Lesson 5

The Quran, The Eternal Miracle

As Prophet Muhammad(saw) was the seal of the 
prophets and messengers and the message of Islam was the 
seal of the divine messages, then it is only befitting that his 
miracle should also be made eternal by the eternity of Islam. 
That eternal miracle is the glorious Quran which overwhelms 
the scholars and the eloquent through its topics and style, 
and it remains eternal with the passage of time.

Following are some aspects of the inimitability of the 
Quran:

1- The magnificence of the eloquence: The Quran 
represents the peak of eloquence and literary style. Even the 
Arab literary masters and people distinguished in eloquence 
have failed to match it in any proximity, despite the challenge 
of the Glorious Quran on several occasions at a time when 
the Muslims of Mecca were weak:

“Say, ‘Should all humans and jinn rally to bring the 
like of this Quran, they will not bring the like of it, even if 
they assisted one another.’” (17:88)

And then it went on to challenge them to bring ten 
chapters like it:

“Do they say, ‘He has fabricated it?’ Say, ‘Then bring 
ten surahs like it, fabricated, and invoke whomever you can, 
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besides Allah, should you be truthful.’

But if they do not respond to you, know that it has been 
sent down by Allah’s knowledge…” (11:13-14)

Finally, it challenged them to bring one chapter like it:

“And if you are in doubt concerning what We have sent 
down to Our servant, then bring a surah like it, and invoke 
your helpers besides Allah, should you be truthful. And if 
you do not – and you will not – then fear the Fire whose 
fuel will be humans and stones, prepared for the faithless.”
(2: 23-24)

Take note that the challenge included all the people 
from amongst the jinn and the humans. If the polytheists 
could have matched it they would have brought ten chapters 
or at least one chapter like it, given that the Arabs at that 
time were well known for their eloquence and literary skills. 
And especially because the first two challenges came in 
Mecca where the Prophet(saw) and the Muslims were in the 
oppressed minority, and the polytheists were suffering due 
to the stance of the Prophet(saw) and his determination to 
spread his message and the defiance of the Muslims’ in the 
face of the pressures and tyrannical ways of the polytheists 
against them. Moreover, they feared the spread of this 
new religion and loosing their social status in the Arabian 
peninsula. Therefore, if it was in their power to match the 
glorious Quran, they would have accepted this challenge 
and would have rid themselves of the difficulty of facing the 
Prophet(saw) and his companions, and the successive wars, 
defeats and sacrifices which they had to give because of that.
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Several historians have recorded the astonishment of 
the chiefs of the polytheists and their acknowledging the 
sublimity of the Glorious Quran and their hopelessness in 
evaluating it. It has been narrated by Walid bin Mughaira 
al-Makhzumi, who was an authority in literature and poetry, 
that when he heard the verses of the Glorious Quran he said: 
By God! I have heard from Muhammad a speech which is 
neither of man nor jinn. It has a sweetness and an elegance 
the peak of which is fruit-giving and the trough of which is 
abundant. It is above all others with nothing surpassing it.

It is strange that they were cautioning people from 
listening to the Prophet(saw) when he used to recite the 
Quran in fear of them being influenced by it. The historians 
have narrated that al-Tafeel bin Amr al-Dusi the poet came 
to Mecca  and some of Quraysh warned him against listening 
to the Prophet(saw) reciting the Quran. He was delighted 
by it and followed the Prophet(saw) until he entered his 
house and said to him(saw):  O Muhammad! Indeed your 
people said to me such-and-such, and by Allah they kept 
scaring me about your affair until I closed my ears so that 
I would not hear your words. Then God willed that I hear 
your words and I found them an excellent speech, and 
your mission became clear to me. Then he said: So the 
Messenger of Allah(saw) presented Islam to me and he 
recited the Quran to me. And by Allah I had never heard 
anything better than that before, nor an order more just. So 
I submitted and gave witness to the testimony of the truth.

2 – The prophecies of the Quran: The Glorious Quran 
contains several prophecies which came true subsequently. 
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These include: When the Prophet(saw) was in Mecca, Persia  
conquered Rome in the war being waged between the two 
empires at the time. This led to rejoicing by the Quraysh and 
sadness for the Muslims – because Rome was closer to the 
Muslims as it was Christian and believed in Jesus(as). So the 
following verse was revealed by Allah the Most High:

“Alif, Lam, Mim. Byzantium has been vanquished 
in a nearby territory, but following their defeat they will 
be victors in a few years. All command belongs to Allah, 
before and after, and on that day the faithful will rejoice at 
Allah’s help. He helps whomever He wishes, and He is the 
All-mighty, the All-merciful. [This is] a promise of Allah: 
Allah does not break His promise, but most people do not 
know.” (30:1-6)

All of this came true when Rome was victorious over 
Persia in another war after a  few years – less than ten years. 
This coincided with the joy of the believers because of the 
victory of Allah(swt) in the great battle of Badr.

3 An all-inclusive and accurate legislation: for various 
aspects of life and affairs of the individual and society, 
from the worship which connects a human being to his 
Lord to legislation in the fields of training of the self and 
the strengthening of the family and the society. It is not 
possible for a human being – living fourteen centuries ago in 
a society steeped in ignorance and backwardness – to have 
invented all this. Many Western thinkers and researches 
have indicated this point, and this has been one of the most 
important features in attracting people to Islam. 
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The above examples related to the miracle of the Quran 
are sufficient for these lessons. For more detailed research 
we direct you to books of deeper study.
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Questions

1. Mention two proofs for the existence of Allah the 
Most High.

2. What are the arguments for negating the 
existence of partners for Allah the Most High?

3. Why is Allah(swt) beyond committing oppression?

4. Who are the Ulul-Azm prophets?

5. Mention the character traits of the Prophet(saw).

6. What is infallibility?

7. What was the miracle of Musa(as)? What was the 
miracle of Isa(as)?

8. Mention two aspects of the miracles of the Quran.



(37)

Lesson 6

Fourth Root
Leadership (Imamate)

It is the succession to the essenger(saw) – both 
temporally and spiritually combined – over the Muslim nation, 
after the passing away of the Prophet(saw). The Imam must 
be appointed by the Prophet(saw) because he(saw) knows 
best the person most deserving to carry this responsibility. 
Therefore, the successors of the previous Prophets were 
appointed by the Prophets themselves. Thus the prophet of 
Allah Musa(as) appointed Yusha bin Noon as his successor, 
and the prophet of Allah Sulayman bin Dawood(as) 
appointed Asif bin Burkhiya as his vicegerent, and the 
prophet of Allah Isa(as) appointed the Disciples after him.

At the beginning of the Prophet Muhammad’s(saw) 
calling to the message of Islam one of the Bani Amir, Bahyara 
bin Faraas, said to him(saw): Do you think that if we follow 
you in this matter, and then Allah(swt) informs you of your 
successor, we will have a say in it (the successorship and 
the Imamate) after you? He(saw) said: The matter rests with 
Allah, he places it wherever he chooses. 

Thus we find that the Prophet(saw), from the beginning of 
his call, emphasized that the appointment of the Imam was by 
the order of  Allah the Most High. And in fact the Prophet(saw) 
appointed his successor’s after him – and they were the 
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twelve from his Ahlul Bayt (household of prophethood). 
The first of them was Ali bin Abi Talib(as) and the last one 
is Muhammad bin al-Hasan al-Mahdi al-Muntazar(atf).

Narrations of the Prophet(saw)

 concerning the leadership of the Ahlul Bayt(as):

Muslims from all the different sects transmit several 
Prophetic narrations concerning the Imamate of Ahlul 
Bayt(as). Following are some of them:

1. The Narration of the Two Weighty Things (Hadith-
u-Thaqalayn): It is the saying of the Prophet(saw): “I am 
leaving amongst you that which if you hold on to it you will 
not go astray after me. One of them is greater than the other 
– the Book of Allah, a rope extending from the heaven to the 
earth. And my family the Ahlul Bayt. They will not separate 
until they return to me at the Spring. So look to how you 
succeed me in treating them.”

2. The Narration of the Ark: “The example of my Ahlul 
Bayt amongst you is like the Ark of Noah, whoever boards it 
will be successful and whoever falls behind it will sink.”

3. The Messenger of Allah(saw) said: “There will be 
twelve leaders and all of them will be from Quraysh.”
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The twelve Imams:

1. Imam Ali bin Abi Talib(as)

2. Imam Hasan bin Ali bin Abi Talib(as)

3. Imam Husain bin Ali bin Abi Talib (as)

4. Imam Ali bin Husayn Zayn al-Abidin(as)

5. Imam Muhammad bin Ali al-Baqir(as)

6. Imam Jafar bin Muhammad al-Sadiq(as)

7. Imam Musa bin Jafar al-Kadhim(as)

8. Imam Ali bin Musan al-Ridha(as)

9. Imam Muhammad bin Ali al-Jawad(as)

10. Imam Ali bin Muhammad al-Hadi(as)

11. Imam Hasan bin Ali al-Askeri(as)

12. Imam Muhammad bin al-Hasan al-Mahdi(as)
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These are the twelve Imams, and it is for this reason 
that the truthful sect is named the sect of the Twelve Imami 
Shias.

Besides these there are other sublime personalities, 
righteous men and scholars, who despite having a high 
position with Allah, are not Imams. It is a common error to 
give the title of Imam to Abbas bin Ali bin Abi Talib, Hamza 
and Muhammad bin Ali al-Hadi – well known as the predator 
of the branch-off of Tigris3 – and other sublime people 
and scholars. Some people give the title of Imam to some 
scholars and don’t mean by it the successor or the infallible 
Imam, but they mean the leader or the distinguished scholar. 
However, this causes ambiguity for some people and it 
should be preferably avoided.
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Lesson 7

Brief glances at the lives of the Twelve Imams
The First Imam, Ali bin Abi Talib(as)

 bin Abd-ul-Mutalib bin Hashim:

 He was born twelve years before the start of the 
prophetic mission, inside the Kaaba. And this is narrated by 
all the historians from both sects. He was martyred on the 
21st of the Month of Ramdhan 40AH, after the Kharijite Ibn 
Muljim struck him while he was performing his morning 
prayer on the 19th of the Month of Ramdhan. He was buried 
in al-Najaf al-Ashraf.

His Father: Abu Talib; it is narrated that his name was 
Imran. The leaders of Quraysh were assigned to him after the 
death of his father Abd-ul-Mutalib. He also took charge of the 
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Prophet Muhammad(saw) and protected him from the harm 
and violence of Quraysh, in the first years of the start of the 
prophetic mission. He was amongst those who were besieged 
by the Quraysh in the valley well known as the Valley of Abu 
Talib, because he was defending the Prophet(saw). He died in 
the tenth year after the start of the prophetic mission, which 
was the year in which the wife of the Prophet(saw), Khadija 
bint Khuwailid(ra), passed away. And the Prophet(saw) 
named this year as the Year of Sorrow. The Prophet(saw) 
is narrated to have said: The Quraysh was not able to do 
the most hateful things to me until Abu Talib passed away.

His Mother: Fatima bint Asad. She raised the 
Prophet(saw) in his childhood when he moved to the house 
of his uncle Abu Talib and showed affection for him.

Some narrations concerning his Imamate:

1.  At the beginning of the Prophetic Mission, when 
the following verse was revealed, “And warn your near 
relatives.” (26:214), the Messenger of Allah(saw) gathered 
the children of Abd-ul-Mutalib and invited them to Islam 
saying: O children of Abd-ul-Mutalib, by God I don’t know 
of any youth amongst the Arab who has brought to his people 
better than what I have brought to you. I have indeed brought 
you the good of this world and the next. Allah the Most High 
has ordered me to call you to it. So which of you will assist 
me in this matter, such that he will be my brother, my trustee 
and my successor amongst you.  

Ali(as) said: All the people refrained from it, and I 
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said:…I, O Prophet of Allah, will be your supporter in it. 
So he embraced me and then said: Indeed this is my brother, 
my trustee and my successor amongst you. So listen to him 
and obey him. The people stood up laughing and said to Abu 
Talib: He has ordered you to listen to your son and obey him.

2. The narration of Ghadir: Its summary is as follows: 
The Prophet(saw), when he was on the way back from 
the farewell Hajj to al-Medina al-Munawwara, in 10AH, 
was descended upon by Gibrail bringing the order of 
the appointment of Imam Ali(as) as the successor to the 
Prophet(sawa). And the following ayat was revealed to the 
Prophet(saw):

“O Apostle! Communicate that which has been sent 
down to you from your Lord, and if you do not, you will 
not have communicated His message, and Allah shall protect 
you from the people…” (5:67)

So he addressed the Muslims saying: O people! I am 
leaving behind amongst you two things, you will not go astray 
if you follow them both. They are the Book of Allah and my 
family the Ahlul Bayt. Then he asked them: Do I not have 
more authority over you than yourselves? They said: Yes. And 
they repeated it three times and that they loved him for that. 
At that time he raised the hand of Ali(as) and said: Whoever 
I am the master of Ali is his master. O Allah! Befriend the 
one who befriends him and be the enemy of the one who 
shows animosity towards him. Love the one who loves him 
and hate the one who hates him, help the one who helps 
him and forsake the one who forsakes him. The truth turns 
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with him wherever he turns. Abu Said al-Khadri said: Then 
they did not disperse until the following verse was revealed:

“…Today I have perfected your religion for you, and I 
have completed My blessings upon you, and I have approved 
Islam as your religion…”(5:3)

Hisaan bin Thabit said: Allow me O Messenger of Allah 
to recite some couplets in honor of Ali, while you listen to 
them. The Prophet(saw) replied: Recite, with the blessing of 
Allah. So Hisan stood up…and said:

On the day of Ghadir their Prophet called them

at Khum and listen to the Messenger calling.

He says: And who is your master and your guardian?

So they said, while not under any delusion:

Your God is our master and you are our guardian

And you will not see any disobedience in us concerning 
guardianship.

So he(saw) said to him: Stand up O Ali! Indeed I 

approve of you as a leader (Imam) and guide after me.

So whomsoever I am the master of, he is their guardian.

So be his true friends and lovers.

Here, he(saw) prayed: O Allah! Be a guardian of those 
who accept his guardianship.

And be an enemy of those who show animosity to Ali.
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Abu Bakr and Umar said to Ali(as): O son of Abu 
Talib you have become the master of all believing men and 
women. It was said to Umar: Indeed you have done to Ali 
that which you have not done to any other companion of the 
Prophet(saw). So he replied: Indeed he is my master.

From his sayings:

People are of three types: Divine scholars, students 
of the path of salvation and wandering sheep who follow 
anybody, who bend with every wind and are not enlightened 
with the light of knowledge and they do not resort to the 
reliable pillar.
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The second Imam,
Al-Hasan bin Ali bin Abi Talib(as):

His mother: Fatima(as) the daughter of the Messenger 
of Allah(saw), the leader of the women.

He was born in al-Madina al-Munawwara in 3AH and 
he was martyred in Madina in 50AH by poisoning, which 
Muawiya bin Abu Sufyan administered via Ja’dah bint al-
Asha’th. He is buried in the Jannat-ul-Baqi graveyard in al-
Madina al-Munawwara.

The Messenger of Allah(saw) said concerning him and 
his brother Hussein: “Al-Hasan and al-Husein are Imams 
uprising or not.” He(saw) said: “Al-Hasan and Husein are 
the leaders of the youths of Paradise.” Jabir said: I heard 
al-Hasan saying: The noble traits of character are ten: truth 
of speech and truth in bravery, giving to the beggar, good 
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manners, being fair in wages, maintaining ties with the kin, 
being protective of the neighbor, knowing the rights of the 
companion, hospitality towards the guest, and the chief of 
all is modesty.
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Lesson 8

The Third Imam
 Al-Husein bin Ali bin Abi Talib(as):

His mother: Fatima(as), the daughter of The Messenger 
of Allah(saw).

He was born in al-Madina al-Munawwara in 4AH. He 
was martyred with 72 of his companions and his family in Tuf 
Karbala, on the 10th day of the sacred month of Muharram 
61AH. He is buried in Kerbala. The first one to cry out in 
al-Madina was Umm Salma, the wife of The Messenger of 
Allah(saw), who had been given a bottle with soil in it by 
the Messenger of Allah(swt). He said to her: Gibrail has 
informed me that my Ummah will kill Hussein, and he gave 
me this soil and said to me: If it turns in to fresh blood then 
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know that Hussein has been killed.

This soil was with her, and when the time came she 
started to look at the container all the time. When she saw it 
turn in to blood she screamed ‘Wa Hussaina!’ and the women 
cried out from every direction until Madina trembled with 
such a shock that the like of it was never heard before.

Following is one of his advices to his son Zayn-ul-
Abidin: “O my son! Beware of oppressing the one whose 
only refuge for help is Allah.”
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The Fourth Imam
Ali bin al-Hussein Zayn al-Abidin(as):

He was born in al-Madina on Friday the 5th of Shaban 
38AH. And he was martyred by poisoning in 99AH. It is said 
that his mother was Shah Zanan, the daughter of Yazdagard 
the last king of Persia. He witnessed the event of Tuf when 
he was 20 years old. He did not fight alongside his father 
because of his illness at that time. He was well known for his 
asceticism and his worship and therefore was given the title: 
?  because of the marks of prostration on his forehead. When 
his corpse was being washed, marks on his shoulders caused 
by the bags of food which he used to carry to the houses of 
the poor in the night, became visible.

One of his(as) sayings: “Beware of laziness and grief, 
because they are the key to all evils. If you are lazy you will 
not carry out your duty, and if you grieve you will not be 
patient on the truth.”
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The Fifth Imam
 Muhammad bin Ali al-Baqir(as):

He was born in al-Madina al-Munawwara in 57AH and he 
was martyred by poisoning in 114AH, and he is buried in al-Baqi.

It is narrated by the companion Jabir bin Abdullah 
al-Ansari that he said to him(as) when he was young: The 
Messenger of Allah(saw) sends his salutations on you. So 
the Imam(as) replied: How is that? Jabir said: I was sitting 
with him(saw) and al-Hussein(as) in his room while he(saw) 
was playing with him. Then he(saw) said: O Jabir! He will 
have a son called Ali. On the Day of Judgement a caller will 
call: Let the Master of Worshippers stand up, and so his 
son will stand. Then he (Ali bin Hussein) will have a son 
called Muhammad. When you meet him then give him my 
Salaam.
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It is also narrated that the Messenger of Allah(saw) 
said to al-Jabir: “You will just remain alive till you meet a 
son of mine from al-Hussein named Muhammad, who will 
thoroughly split open knowledge of religion. When you meet 
him then give my salaams to him.” 

The Islamic Sciences spread and a lot of scholars 
studied at his hands. One of his(as) sayings: “Say to people 
the best of what you would like to be said to you, for Allah 
hates the one who swears at and taunts the believers.”
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The Sixth Imam
 Ja’far bin Muhammad al-Sadiq(as):

He was born in 80AH, was martyred by poisoning in 
148AH in al-Madina al-Munawwara and is buried in al-Baqi. 
He focused on the training of scholars in different specialist 
areas of Islamic and other sciences. Al-Hasan bin Ali al-
Washa said: I found in this masjid – Masjid al-Kufa – every 
scholar saying: “Ja’far bin Muhammad told me….”

Some of his students: Zurara bin A‘yan, Muhammad bin 
Muslim al-Thaqafi, Jabir bin Hayyan the well known chemist.

Because of his prominent role in defining matters of 
culture and knowledge for the Shia of the Ahlul Bayt(as), the 
twelve-Imami Shia sect (Madhab), is attributed to him. Thus 
it is called the Ja’fari sect.
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Abu Jafar al-Mansoor wrote to al-Sadiq(as): Why don’t 
you come to us like the other people do. He(as) replied: We 
do not have of this world that which we should fear you 
regarding it and you do not have of the hereafter that which 
we should hope for from you, you are not enjoying any 
bounty that we should come and congratulate you for it, 
nor do you consider it (the kingdom)4 a punishment that we 
should come and condole you about it, so why should we 
come to you?

From his sayings(as): Whoever justifies an oppressor 
in his oppression Allah will give that oppressor control over 
him, so if he prays He won’t answer him and He won’t 
reward him for the oppression he suffered.
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Lesson 9

The Seventh Imam

Musa bin J’afar al-Kadhim(as):

He was born in 128AH and he was martyred by poison 
in the prison of Harun al-Rashid in 183AH in Baghdad. He is 
buried in one region of Baghdad which is today known as the 
city of Kadhmain. He was given the title of Kadhim because 
he was known for his forbearance and his suppression of 
anger. He suffered great pressure and oppression from the 
ruler of the time, especially Harun al-Rashid who imprisoned 
him several times. His imprisonment continued for several 
years or more, during which he endured various types of 
terrorism and oppression. 
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Muhammad bin Tala al-Shafii has said about him: He 
is the great, powerful Imam of high standing, extensive in 
his efforts, well known for his worship, persistent in his 
obedience of Allah(swt), well known for his generosity, 
passing the night in prostration and standing and the day 
in giving alms and fasting, and because of his forbearance 
and overlooking those who transgressed him he was called 
Kadhim (the one who controls his anger).

One of his advices to Hisham bin al-Hakam: “Allah has 
two proofs over the people: An apparent proof and a hidden 
proof. The apparent one consists of the Messengers, the 
Prophets and the Imams, and the hidden one is the intellect…
O Hisham! A little work from the one possessing intellect is 
accepted and multiplied, while a lot of work from those who 
follow their low desires and are ignorant is rejected.”



(59)

The Eighth Imam

Ali bin Musa al-Ridha(as):

He was born in 148AH and he was martyred by 
poisoning in 203AH. He is buried in the city of Toos in 
Khurasan. He was well known amongst the Muslims 
because of his grace and wisdom, and even al-Mamun al-
Abbasi asked him to become his successor on the throne. 
The Imam(as) accepted the offer because of the pressure and 
threats from al-Mamun, but he(as) put the condition that he 
would not carry out any of the duties of government. Al-
Imam al-Ridha(as) undertook the task of refuting the atheists 
and the deviated, and the recorders of traditions took an 
interest and sat in these sessions of dialogue. As a result, in 
addition to his fame among his adherents, his merits became 
well known even amongst his enemies.
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From his sayings(as): 

“Every person’s intellect is his friend, and his ignorance 
is his enemy.”

“Cleanliness (Na¼afa means to become clean of filth) 
is from the manners of the Prophets.”

It is narrated that Abu Nuas, the poet, was censured for 
not praising Imam al-Ridha(as), so he composed:

It is said to me that you are the best of the people with 
out exception

Praise for you is the best of poetry

Pearls in the hands of those who wish to pluck

So why have you left praising the son of Musa?

While the praiseworthy traits have gathered in him

I said: I cannot praise an Imam

To whose father Gibrail was a servant
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The Ninth Imam

 Muhammad bin Ali al-Jawad(as):

He was born in 195AH and he was martyred by 
poisoning at the instruction of al-Mutasim al-Abbasi in 
220AH. He was buried in the city of Kadhmain.

Despite his young age, he(as) was well known for 
his knowledge and his merits. So al-Mamun married his 
daughter Umm-ul-Fadhl to him(as). The superiority of his 
merits and knowledge – despite his age not being more 
than some years at the time of his father’s death, and his 
not having acquired his knowledge from other teachers – 
revealed the distinguishing features of the Ahlul Bayt(as) in 
their knowledge, their merits and their freedom from need 
for others.
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From his sayings: “If the ignorant kept quiet there 
would be no disagreement amongst people.”

He also said: “The believer is in need of divine grace 
(tawfiq), admonition from his own self and accepting advice 
from others.”
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 THE SHRINE OF THE IMAMS ALI ALHADI AND HASSAN ALASKERY (P. B. U. T.)
 IN SAMARA – IRAQ BEFORE THE CRIMINALS EXPLODE IT.

THE GOLDEN DOME OF THE IMAMS ALI ALHADI AND HASSAN ALASKERY (P. B. U. T.) 
IN SAMARA – IRAQ BEFORE THE CRIMINALS DEMOLISH IT.
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The Tenth Imam,
Ali bin Muhammad al-Hadi(as):

He was born in 212AH and he was martyred by 
poisoning in 254AH in Samarra, where he is buried. Al-
Imam al-Hadi(as) suffered many types of pressures from 
the ruling authority of the time, especially al-Mutawakkil 
al-Abbasi who harbored extreme hatred for the Alawis5– he 
was the one who ordered the destruction of the zari of Imam 
Hussein(as) and the torturing of his pilgrims.

Al-Mutawakkil had sent Yahya bin Harthama to bring 
the Imam(as) from al-Madina to Iraq. Yahya said: So I went 
to al-Madina and when I entered it its people raised a huge 
cry, the like of which people had not heard before, out of 
fear for Ali(as). And all the people stood up together on this 

 THE DOME OF THE IMAMS ALI ALHADI AND HASSAN ALASKERY (P. B. U. T.)
 THAT THE CRIMINAL PROS OF THE DICTATOR DEMOLISH IN THE 23RD OF MOHARRM 1427 H.
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because he(as) was good to them, he was inseparable from 
the masjid and he had no inclination towards the world. 

Yahya said: I started to calm them and swore to them 
that I was not ordered to do anything hateful, and that 
the Imam would be none the worse because of it. Then I 
searched his house and I did not find anything except copies 
of the Quran and books of supplications and knowledge, so 
he became great in my eyes…

From his sayings: “One who does not pay attention to 
his soul is not safe from its evil.”
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The Eleventh Imam
 al-Hasan bin Ali al-Askari(as):

He was born in 232AH and was martyred by poison in 
260AH in Samarra where he is buried.

It is narrated that Muhammad bin Abd-ul-Aziz al-
Balkhi said: One morning I sat in the street where the sheep 
and cattle passed when all of a sudden Abi Muhammad(as) 
approached from his house heading towards the public place. 
I said to myself: See, if I were to shout: O people! This is 
the proof of Allah on you so know him, would they kill me? 
When he(as) came near me he made a sign with his index 
finger on his mouth: that I keep silent. And I saw him that 
night saying: That was either silence or killing. So beware 
of Allah with regards to yourself. The oppressive authority 
imprisoned him several times, and when he was in the prison 

 THE DOME OF THE IMAMS ALI ALHADI AND HASSAN ALASKERY (P. B. U. T.)
 THAT THE CRIMINAL PROS OF THE DICTATOR DEMOLISH IN THE 23RD OF MOHARRM 1427 H.
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of Saleh bin Wasif some Abbasids said to him: Intensify his 
confinement! So Saleh said to them: I could not do it so I 
assigned to him(as) the two most evil men in my possession. 
They realized his great status because of his worshipping and 
his prayer. Then he ordered to bring the two agents and he said 
to them: What is your opinion of this man? They said: What 
can we say about a man who fasts during the day, stands the 
whole night (in worship), who neither speaks nor engages in 
anything other than worship. And when he looks at us our 
insides and muscles tremble uncontrollably with fear. When 
the Abbasids heard that they dispersed, filled with shame.

 From his sayings: “It is a part of modesty to greet 
everyone you meet and to avoid selecting the most honorable 
seat in a gathering.”

He said: “A son’s audacity towards his father in his 
young age leads to disobedience when he grows up.”
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Lesson 10

The Twelfth Imam
 Muhammad bin al-Hasan al-Mahdi(atf):

He was born in 255AH in Samarra and he is alive and 
will appear with the permission of Allah the Most High.

Ibn Hajar said: He was five years old when his father 
passed away, but Allah gave him wisdom at that age. There 
are many narrations from the Prophet(saw) and the Imams(as) 
which include the reappearance of Imam al-Mahdi(as) and 



(70)

specifying his name. Among them:

1. From Imam Ali(as): “The Messenger of Allah(saw) 
said: Al-Mahdi is from us Ahlul Bayt. Allah(swt) will reform 
his affair in a night.”

2. It is narrated from Said bin al-Musayyab: We were 
with Umm Salma and we recalled the mention of al-Mahdi, 
so she said: I heard the Messenger of Allah(saw) saying: The 
Mahdi will be from the progeny of Fatima.

3. It is narrated from Abdullah that the Messenger of 
Allah said: “The world will not come to an end until a man 
from my Ahlul Bayt, whose name will be the same as my 
name, will rule over the Arabs.”

4. In another narration from the Messenger of 
Allah(saw): “A man from my Ahlul Bayt will come and his 
name will be the same as mine.”

5. In a narration from the Messenger of Allah(saw): 
“Even if only a day remained from the world, Allah would 
elongate that day until a man from my progeny appears and 
he will fill it (the world) with justice and equity just as it was 
filled with tyranny and oppression.”

6. Dabal al-Khuzai says: When I recited for my master 
al-Ridha(as), the eighth Imam, this poetry – and it is a long 
poetry known as al-Taiya-and I ended it with this saying: 

The emerging of the Imam, and it is inevitable,

Will stand upon the name of Allah and his blessings.

He will distinguish for us every truth and falsehood
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And he will meet out the blessings and the punishments.

Imam al-Ridha(as) cried and then raised his head to me 
and said: O Khuzai! The Holy Spirit6 has uttered these two 
couplets on your tongue.

Allah the Most High has concealed al-Imam al-Mahdi 
al-Muntazar(as), and He will make him(as) appear when the 
suitable opportunity comes, to undertake his responsibility 
in establishing the rule of Allah the Most High throughout 
the world. And it is noted that the traditions which the 
Muslims have narrated from the Prophet(saw) imply that the 
reappearance will be in the end times, and it does not imply 
that his birth will be at that time. And this is in harmony with 
the idea of his occultation as the Shias say.

There are two periods for the occultation: 

The First Period: is called the period of Minor 
Occultation which lasted till 328AH or 329AH. During this 
time (260-329) the Imam had deputies between him and the 
Ummah, and the deputies who shouldered this responsibility 
were four, one after the other. They lived in Baghdad and 
were buried there, and their mausoleums are well known. 
And they are:

1. Uthman bin Said al-Amri. He was a reliable representative 
for Imam al-Hasan al-Askeri(as) and he died in 280AH.

2. Muhammad bin Uthman bin Said al-Amri. He died in 
304 or 305 AH.

3. Al-Hasan bin Ruh al-Nuhbakhti. He died in 320AH.
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4. Ali bin Muhammad al-Thamuri. He died in 328 or 329 AH.

When Thamri passed away the specific representation 
came to an end. This coincided with the end of the period 
of the minor occultation, and the major occultation began 
which will last until Allah the Most High gives permission 
for the reappearance of Imam al-Mahdi(as). 

Whoever claims to be a special representative during 
the major occultation is a liar and a fabricator. 

In the narration from al-Hasan bin Ahmad al-Mukattib 
he said: I was in the city of peace – i.e. Baghdad – in the 
year in which Sheikh Abu al-Hasan Ali bin Muhammad al-
Thamuri (may Allah sanctify his soul) passed away. I visited 
him a few days before his death and he showed the people a 
script written by the Imam(as), the text of which is as follows: 

In the Name of Allah the Beneficent the Merciful

“O Ali bin Muhammad al-Thamuri! May Allah intensify 
the reward of your brethren who will suffer after your death, 
as you will die in six days. So arrange your affairs and do not 
appoint anyone in your place after you. Now the occultation 
has become complete there will be no reappearance except 
after the permission of Allah Whose remembrance is high, 
and it will be after a long period when the hearts have become 
hardened and the earth fills with tyranny. There will come to 
My Shia those who will have claimed to witness me, but 
whoever claims to witness me before the rebellion of Sufyani 
and the loud call, will be a liar and a fabricator. And there is 
no power or strength except by Allah the High, the Mighty.”
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He said: So we copied the script and we came out. 
When the sixth day came we returned to him and he was in 
his death bed. It was said to him: Who is your successor after 
you? So he said: With Allah rests a matter which He will 
convey and execute. These were the lasts words heard from 
him – may Allah be pleased with him and may He please him.

And during the period of the Major Occultation the 
believers, in order to know the religious rulings and their 
legislative matters, refer to the just jurisprudents who are 
distinguished in Islamic Sciences. And this is in accordance 
to the script as narrated from Imam al-Mahdi(as), in which 
it says: As for the events taking place, refer in them to the 
narrators of our traditions as they are my proof over you and 
I am the proof of Allah.
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The Fifth Root
The Hereafter

It means that Allah the Most High will bring people 
back to life after their death in the life of this world, and take 
account of their deeds in it. Every person will obtain his/her 
recompense, thus a group will get a life of ease in heaven 
and another group will be punished in hell.

The glorious Quran, as well as the Sunnah, has 
emphasized greatly in many of its verses on the hereafter 
and the accounting on the Day of Judgment. He the Most 
High has said:

“And the Trumpet will be blown, and whoever is in 
the heavens will swoon and whoever is on the earth, except 
whomsoever Allah wishes. Then it will be blown a second 
time, behold, they will rise up, looking on!” (39:68)

There is nothing strange about bringing the creation 
back to life after its death, as Allah the Most High is capable 
of everything. And to reply the unbelievers, who regard this 
as unlikely, remind them of the initial creation and that the 
one who created man the first time is capable of reviving him 
after his death:

“He draws comparisons for Us, and forgets his own 
creation. He says, ‘Who shall revive the bones when they 
have decayed?’ Say, ‘He will revive them who produced 
them the first time, and He has knowledge of all creation.” 
(36:78-79)
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Every Muslim must spend his life profitably in good 
deeds and the obedience of Allah(swt).  He should avoid sin 
and all that is unbecoming of him, so that he may attain the 
pleasure of Allah the Most High and his mercy and reward:

“Our Lord, we have indeed heard a summoner calling 
to faith, declaring, ‘Have faith in your Lord!’ So we believed. 
Our Lord, forgive us our sins and absolve us of our misdeeds, 
and make us die with the pious. Our Lord, give us what You 
have promised us through Your apostles, and do not disgrace 
us on the Day of Resurrection. Indeed You do not break Your 
promise.” (3:193-194)

These are the roots of belief and there are other 
ideological issues mentioned in more detailed sources. 

Here this brief account of belief system ends, and I ask 
Allah the Most High that my brothers and sisters in faith, 
especially the youths and the teenagers, benefit from it, and 
that He accepts it with a good acceptance and forgives me 
my mistakes on the Day of Judgment. Indeed He is the Most 
High, the Most Merciful of the merciful ones.

Riyadh Al-Hakim,
End of the month of Rajab,
1424AH.
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Questions

1. What is Imamate (leadership)?

2. Why is the Imam appointed by the Prophet(saw)?

3. Mention two traditions concerning the Imamate of 
the Ahlul Bayt(as)?

4. Who are the twelve Imams?

5. Is Abbas bin Ali bin Abi Talib(as) an Imam?

6. Mention two arguments for the Imamate of Imam 
Ali bin Abi Talib(as)?

7. Mention a narration from Imam Ali(as)?

8. Mention a narration of the Prophet(saw) regarding 
the Imamate of al-Hasan and al-Hussein(as).

9. Mention a narration from every Imam(as).

10. Mention three traditions from the Prophet(saw) 
about Imam al-Mahdi(as).

11. Who were the four deputies of Imam al-Mahdi(as)?

12. Mention a verse of the Quran which contains a reply 
to those who deny the hereafter.
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